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The Problems
 People were getting upset that all the green (bush 

honeysuckle) had been taken out of “their” yard (i.e., the 
greenway) during restoration projects

 People weren’t able to visualize the outcomes of 
streamside restoration projects

 People didn’t know what to plant for environmentally-
friendly landscaping
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The Solution
 Provide templates for low-maintenance, pollinator-

friendly landscaping with visuals that show the long-term 
outcome

 Allow people along greenways to select their favorite, 
light-appropriate plan to enhance buy-in in the 
restoration project
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How to Plant by Numbers

Plant by Numbers

1. Choose a planting location and layout



How to Plant by Numbers
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2. Use the list to select plants for your garden



How to Plant by Numbers

Plant by Numbers

3. Plant!



How to Plant by Numbers

Plant by Numbers

Get creative!
 Mix and match
 Rearrange



Application

Plant by Numbers

Citizens’ Environmental Academy: Cane Run Greenspace
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The Problem
 Native plants are perceived as weedy and unattractive

Paint by Nature



The Solution
 Showcase the beauty of native plants through art

BONUS: highlighting some of the lesser-known treasures in 
Fayette County
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What led to Paint by Nature?

 Sparked from citizen idea
 Inspired by annual “Paint 

the Town” event
 Using art to celebrate 

beauty and benefits of 
native plants

 Reaching new audiences 

Paint by Nature



Logistics

 Exhibit was on display at 
the Pam Miller Downtown 
Arts Center for 9 weeks

 Worked with Arts Connect 
to recruit artists, hang art 
and coordinate opening

 13 natural spaces*
 47 artists
 70 artworks
*12 featured in show

Paint by Nature



Programming

 8 events
 Approximately 280 

attendees across 
events

 Gallery was open 6 
days a week

 Encouraged 
engagement with 
People’s Choice voting 
and interactive 
displays in room

Paint by Nature



Events

 Events spanned the entirety of the exhibition
 Included formal opening and closing receptions and 

lectures on related topics
 Creative use of space through partnerships with existing 

city and community events
• Gallery Hop
• Nature Hop
• America in Bloom Conference
• Tree Week
• Citizens’ Environmental Academy Pitch Day

 What didn’t work: painting night 
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The Locations & Art
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Deauville Greenway
Michelle Armstrong
Deauville Greenway
Mixed Media
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Shaker Run Greenway
Melanie Osborn Wisdom
Wildflowers in the Spillway
Oil
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Green Acres Park
Dawn Shroyer
Milkweed Baby
Acrylic
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Cross Keys Wetland
Patricia Fenley
Occurrence at Cross Keys
Acrylic
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Veterans Park Stream and Woods
Darrell Ishmael
Veterans Park View
Acrylic and coal
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McConnell’s Trace
Cathy Vigor
Black-Eyed Susans at McConnell’s Trace
Wet felted wool
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Colonial Subdivision Stream
Lucy Begley
Nyssa Wildfire
Oil
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UK Stream Restoration
Kiptoo Taurus
Down by the Stream
Acrylic on oak
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KY Horse Park Rain Gardens
Rachel McCreary
Kentucky Beauty
Acrylic
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Gardenside Park
Enrique Gonzalez
Gardenside Park
Acrylic on wood
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Roland Greenway and Park
Janella Price
Thistler’s Meadow
Oil
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Gainesway Park Pond
Tracy Oberc
Red Winged Blackbird’s Bliss
Thread and Acrylic
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The Winners
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3rd Place and
People’s Choice
Marie Waddell Pearson
Veterans Park
Oil
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2nd Place
Julie Quick
The Reclamation of Cross Keys
Pastels
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1st Place
Bill Fletcher
The Flowing Stream
Oil

Paint by Nature



Growing PBN2

PBN2: Plant by Numbers & Paint By Nature



Printed Materials

PBN2: Plant by Numbers & Paint By Nature

 Plant by Numbers: Planting Guides



Streetside

PBN2: Plant by Numbers & Paint By Nature

• Focus on planting in easements 
and around mailboxes

• Paint by Nature: Streetside
gallery and programming



Interactive Materials

PBN2: Plant by Numbers & Paint By Nature

 Plant by Numbers Game
• McConnell Springs
• Checkout
• Streetside

 Urban Forestry Game
• Scaled to Plant by Numbers 

Game
 Goals

• Increase plant literacy
• Reach new audiences



Contact Information
 Kayla Kidwell Snider (art): kkidwell@lexingtonky.gov
 Chrissie Tune (programming): ctune@lexingtonky.gov
 Angela Poe (cheerleading): apoe@lexingtonky.gov

PBN2: Plant by Numbers & Paint By Nature

mailto:kkidwell@lexingtonky.gov
mailto:ctune@lexingtonky.gov
mailto:apoe@lexingtonky.gov
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Questions?
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