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First, we believe 

“The Park makes 

the city.”



Second, we’re

relearning what

Frederick Law 

Olmsted already 

knew.



Second, we’re

relearning what

Fredrick Law 

Olmsted already 

knew.





PROJECT STATUS

$100,000,000 in Private / Public Funding

60+ Land Acquisitions

3,600 Preserved Acres

PROJECT STATUS

$125,000,000 in Private / Public Funding

80+ Land Acquisitions

3,700 Preserved Acres



PROJECT TIMELINE

2004 ▪ 21st Century Parks Founded

2011 ▪ Groundbreaking Planned

2008 ▪ Award Winning Master Plan completed

2012 ▪ First Park opens

2015 ▪ All of the Parklands of Floyds Fork open

PROJECT TIMELINE

2004 ▪ 21st Century Parks Founded

2010 ▪ First Ground Breaking

2015 ▪Beckley Creek, Pope Lick and Turkey Run 

Parks Open

2008 ▪ Award Winning Master Plan Completed

Spring 2016 ▪ All of the Parklands of Floyds 

Fork Open





THE FOUR MAJOR PARKS



BECKLEY CREEK PARK

Excellent example of world class design

• People-centric design

• Urban influence 

• Formally designed park



BECKLEY CREEK PARK











The Gheens Foundation Lodge



The PNC Achievement Center 

for Education and Interpretation



















POPE LICK PARK





THE STRAND











TURKEY RUN PARK













The Brown Forman Silo Center



















Catenary Bridge 470 ft. across, 48 ft. high







BROAD RUN PARK















Key Benefits of The Parklands

1. Community – Bring People Together

2. Recreational – Provide World Class Amenities 

3. Environmental – Create a Lasting Legacy

4. Economic – Distinguish Louisville as a great place to 

live and work

5. Health – Encourage Active Lifestyles

6. Educational – Increase Scientific Literacy



Key Benefits

1. COMMUNITY



Key Benefits

2. RECREATIONAL



•

SYSTEM-WIDE AMENITIES











Key Benefits

3. ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION











Key Benefits

4. ECONOMIC

We do not have the ocean or the Rocky Mountains, 

so we need to be better than other places with 

manmade amenities. Like the waterfront park, this 

project is transformational for Louisville, in terms of 

raising our quality of life and making us more 

attractive for talent and business. It is perhaps the 

biggest idea I have seen in Louisville since I moved 

here in the mid-1980s.

- Paul Coomes, UofL Professor of Economics

”

“







Key Benefits

5. HEALTH





Key Benefits

6. EDUCATIONAL

“

”

We envision a future in which 

all people view themselves as 

life-long learners, and share a 

connection to and appreciation 

for the natural world, their 

community and each other.









WHY NOW?

A City-Shaping Model 

We believe that cities around the world should be 

purchasing land on the edge, ahead of development 

and protecting that space for public park access.

We believe that green infrastructure can provide 

livable communities now and for the generations 

that follow 50-100 years from now.

If done right, we can create the finest urban edge in 

the country.



Engage

Volunteer

Support 

WWW.THEPARKLANDS.ORG

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED





WWW.THEPARKLANDS.ORG


